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MEASURING HARVEST LOSSES 
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Aim:  

By December 2022, grain growers in the Western Region will 
understand the current level of grain losses (tonnes and $) 
during harvest for all of the major grain crops in Western 
Australia and understand where these losses occur. Growers 
will be able to calculate acceptable losses irrespective of 
varying yield levels.

Project Information: 

Grain losses at harvest directly impact the amount of grain 
captured and sold at harvest. It is understood that losses 
occur at the front and the back of the harvester but these are 
only sporadically measured. There are acceptable losses and 
different thresholds for each grain crop, which represent the 
optimum balance between grain loss and harvest efficiency 
(speed, logistics etc.). Optimising this balance will ensure 
growers can minimise losses while maximising profit. This 
investment will quantify the losses in each of the major 
grains crops in the Western Region and create a benchmark 
for losses, rather than relying on anecdotal evidence or 
farmer-collected data in investment analysis. The data 
captured will focus on the front and back losses, with an 
analysis to summarise the findings and help guide further 
investment in minimising harvest loss.
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Harvest Loss testing data 
analysis summary:  

https://
www.liebegroup.org.au/_files/
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